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}General Updates
}Regulation Packages
}State Systemic Improvement Plan 

(SSIP)
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General Updates
ØAnnual Performance Report – February 1st
ØState Systemic Improvement Plan Report - April 1st
ØPart C Grant Application – May 3rd
ØEarly Start Partners Symposium 
◦ May 23-24, San Diego, CA
ØDDS Budget
Øhttps://www.dds.ca.gov/Budget/Home.cfm

ØTwo Upcoming Online Courses: Provider Tips and 
Transition - Summer 2019

ØGovernor Newsom Appoints Two Child Development 
Experts
Øhttps://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/01/21/

https://www.dds.ca.gov/Budget/Home.cfm
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/01/21/
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Regulation Packages

ØEarly Intervention Services
ØTitle 17 regulation changes reflect federal regulation 

changes
� Meaning of Words section

Ø Speech Language Pathology Assistants (SLPA)
ØRegional center vendor

Public comment period ended December 5th
Øhttps://www.dds.ca.gov/ProposedRegs/Home.cfm

} The SSIP is a required indicator of the Part C 
Annual Performance Report (APR)

} The SSIP was added to the APR to help states focus 
on analyzing their current system and redesigning 
infrastructure as necessary to improve child 
outcomes

} The SSIP is a multi-year, achievable plan that:
◦ Increases capacity of early intervention programs to 

implement, scale up, and sustain evidence-based 
practices

◦ Improves outcomes for children with disabilities 
(and their families)
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Increase the percentage of infants and toddlers with 
disabilities in California who will substantially increase 
their rate of growth in positive social-emotional skills 
(including social relationships) by the time they exit the 
early intervention program. 
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} Each regional center catchment area has a Local Implementation 
Team: 
◦ Representatives from: Regional Center, Family Resource Center, Local 

Educational Agencies, providers and other community partners (ex: First 5, Early 
Head Start, County Office of Mental Health)

} Cohort 1 – Implemented in 2016:
◦ Far Northern Regional Center, San Diego Regional Center, Valley Mountain 

Regional Center, Eastern Los Angeles Regional Center, Alta California 
Regional Center

} Cohort 2 – Implemented in 2017:
◦ Kern Regional Center, Central Valley Regional Center, San Andreas Regional 

Center, Regional Center of Orange County, Inland Regional Center, South 
Central Los Angeles Regional Center

} Cohort 3 – All other regional centers implemented in October 2018
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TAKE A MINUTE...

Relationships MATTER!

Provider Tips for Supporting Social-Emotional Development

The parent-child relationship is the most important and influential relationship 

in a child’s life, and it’s key to healthy social-emotional development for infants 

and toddlers. As an Early Start service provider, you can support the parent-child 

relationship through your relationship with the parent or caregiver. Use relation-

ship-based strategies to support the parent to

• interact with and observe their child, 

• embed activities that support development into everyday routines, and 

• access information about social-emotional development. 

Take a Minute to make a difference in a child and family’s life!

 Check in. Take a few moments before you begin 

your time with a child and family to assess your own 

emotional state. What you bring to the interaction 

has impact. Your words and actions may influence 

interactions between the parent and child. Remember, 

“How you are is as important as what you do.”1

 Ask the expert. Parents know their children best! 

Regularly ask parents or caregivers about their 

observations of their child’s social and emotional 

development. Ask about their child’s behaviors, 

responses, and interests. Ask about when things work 

or don’t work for their child. Involving the family in this 

way shows respect for their expertise and helps you 

know what’s happening outside of the few hours you 

spend with the child each week.

 Do unto parents as you would have parents do unto 

their children.2 Your relationship with the parent 

supports the parent’s ability to assist their child; the 

parent’s relationship with their child shapes their child’s 

behavior and promotes social-emotional development. 

Provide emotional support and encouragement 

to parents, and recognize and acknowledge their 

strengths, efforts, and contributions. If they are doing 

something positive, let them know!

 Be with, not do for. “Being with” a family means 

supporting the parent or caregiver to support the child, 

instead of providing direct intervention to the child, or 

“doing for.”3 “Being with” builds the parent’s confidence 

and competence to support their child’s development 

every day, not just during your time with them. 

Comment on positive interactions between the parent 

Use this checklist as a guide to 

supporting the parent-child 

relationship, and promoting social-

emotional development, in your 

regular interactions with families. 

and child. Share your observations about the child’s 

positive social skills and developmentally appropriate 

emotional behavior to help the parent recognize and 

support their child’s development.

 Improvise. Instead of bringing toys and equipment 

into the family’s environment, use the things that they 

already use during their daily routines and activities. 

Support them to make adaptations that will help their 

child be successful in his home and community. 

 Pick a routine, any routine. Ask the parent to identify 

a few everyday routines or activities. Everyday routines 

provide natural opportunities for learning and 

development. Model some strategies to support social 

and emotional development during these activities. 

Give positive feedback and encouragement as the 

parent practices these strategies and comes up with 

their own!

 Share your expertise. While parents know their own 

child best, your education and experience makes you 

a great resource for families. Provide parents with 

guidance and resources (such as the Take a Minute: 

Relationships Matter brochure) about positive social 

skills and developmentally appropriate behavior in 

children at different ages and stages of development.

 Check out. Take a few minutes to reflect on your time 

with the child and family to make a few notes about 

your visit. What went well? What do you need to do 

between now and the next visit? What do you want to 

remember to look for the next time you are together? 

How do you feel about the visit?

} “Take a Minute” Campaign
◦ Brochure for parents and providers; video to help providers 

use brochure with families
◦ Includes information on social-emotional development and 

practical tips for families
} List of family-centered practices for providers
◦ “Provider tips” of best practices in family-centered 

intervention
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} Develop Community of Practice
◦ Activate an online Community of Practice to support role-specific 

networking and support
◦ Provide SSIP Cohort implementers with dedicated support 

sessions

} Modification of Existing Training
◦ Modify existing training on social-emotional development and 

evidence-based practices  to be more accessible
◦ Make all trainings and materials available via an online 

Community of Practice 
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} Resource guide on statewide initiatives addressing 
social-emotional development

} Promotion of “Take a Minute” campaign
� State- and local-level collaboration
� Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) on Early Intervention  

cross-agency collaboration
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} Parent-child relationship is the most important and 
influential relationship in a child’s life and key to their 
social and emotional development.

} YOU can support that relationship through your 
relationship with the parent or caregiver.

} Parent will:
◦ Interact with and observe their child.
◦ Embed supportive activities into their everyday routines and 

interactions with their child.
◦ Gain information about social and emotional development.
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Ask the 
expert

The 
‘Platinum 

Rule’

Be with…

Improvise

Check out

Routines

Share your 
expertise

Check in

ESPS 2017

•Breakout session at the Early Start Partners 
Symposium by R Larson and A McGuire

Fall 2017 
Winter 2018

•Available online and via binder to RC 
managers leading local SSIP efforts

Spring 2019
•Available via Early Start Online Open Access
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2019 Focus for DDS

} Improve compliance and child performance 
outcomes

} Improve data collection and data quality
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Partnerships

} California Department of Education
◦ Collaborative Monitoring and Services 
◦ State Leadership Team to begin to build a statewide 

system to support providers serving children birth 
to age five on how to address challenging behaviors 
and reduce suspension and expulsion.
◦ Preschool Development Grant Stewardship Team
� Analyze system to maximize the availability of high-

quality early learning and care options for low-income 
and disadvantaged families
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Partnerships (cont.)

} Regional Centers
} Home Visiting (HV) State Interagency Team (SIT) 

Workgroup
} Statewide Screening Collaborative
◦ Emphasis is outreach to primary care physicians
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SSIP Resources

} Available on the Early Start Neighborhood

} www.earlystartneighborhood.ning.com/ssip

http://www.earlystartneighborhood.ning.com/ssip

